Closed vs. Open Syllables

Closed (hard ending) Open (soft ending)
na D)
T T
T<—ah<-B ah<-B
Bat Bah

When a syllable ends with a soft (vowel) sound it is referred to as an open syllable. When it
ends with a hard sound it is referred to as a closed syllable.

Here are some examples from words we already know. | have colored open sylllables blue and
closed syllables red.

Single closed syllable:

gh

Ayt
(indicates direct object)

Two open syllables:

N <-2
T T
ra <- ba
bara (created)

Three mixed syllables:
Y <- R <- 2
sheet <- ray <- b

B’raysheet



0o <- 9 <- X

him <- lo <- eh

E’lohim

Four mixed syllables:

<-N<-U<-1
yim <- ma <- sha <- ha
ha’Shamayim

Notice in most cases a word ends with a closed syllable. But with bara for example it ends with
an open syllable. As we learn more about syllables and grammar you will also notice the dot
that appears inside some letters also relates to syllables. For example in the word J1'&J X2

the dot inside the Shin here indicates that the shin will open a new syllable rather than close
the root word wik1 ‘Rosh’ as it normally would in this single open syllable word.



Hebrew Numbers 1-10

1 R ecHat
2 2 shtayim
3 A shalosh
4 T/ arba
5 N hamesh
6 I' shesh
7 T sheva
8 N ' shemone
9 U | tesha
10 ' eser
1-100
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1-10 X 2 3 7 m 3 T m o >
11-20 | x Rk » 7 w » P m v 5
21-30 | %o 25 30 ) 1o " 1 o v )
31-40 | x5 1 by T 19 ™ ™ o oy n
41-50 | xn n bl m m n ™ mn A 1
51-60 | x 2 by 7 m 1 1 m ra o
61-70 |«xo 20 30 70 ple) o 10 no Vo y
71-80 | xy 2y W Ty v W 1Y ny vy )
81-90 | x» 20 30 b b b 1D mo 1o X
91-100 | «xx 2% P 73 xS X T% Y xS P







